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One Reason Why A Containerized Cardboard Collection
Agreement Should be Enforced

This photo was taken on Saturday, May 2, 2015, while Waste Management was
“collecting” uncontained cardboard one day each week, ostensibly on Thursdays.
The situation has improved, with Green Waste picking up twice each week.

By Marge Ann Jameson

Staff at GreenWaste Recovery. working
with some downtown merchants and the
Chamber of Commerce and Business [m-
provement District, believe they may have
come up with a solution to the cardboard
trash problem which blights many down-
town Pacific Grove streets,

A sticker program has been proposed,

which would require businesses using col-
lection service for their waste cardboard to
bundle and secure the cardboard and put
a sticker on it. The stickers would be pur-
chased by users of the program and would
not be required of businesses not using the
program. Nor would it be required of resi-
dential customers.

Each sticker would be good for up to

See CARDBOARD Page 2




—
Page 2 - CEDAR STREET J/72€S  + January 22, 2016

‘/CARDBOAHD From Page 1

one cubic yard of cardboard.

GreenWaste would pick up the bundles on Tuesdays and Thursdays on specific,
pre-arranged routes.

CireenWaste acknowledges that there are some “challenges™ to the sticker program.
one of which is an amendment to the franchise agreement and the municipal code, and
another is the perceived inconvenience of pre-purchasing the stickers. Some businesses
are constrained by the size of their premises. Some are angry because they will now be
required to pay for the service, which they did not pay for with Waste Management until
the new bid request for proposals went out last year. Even Waste Management, whose
bid was higher than GreenWaste's, were looking at charging tor cardboard pickup since
it was no longer cost-effective to pick it up for free.

As happened with newsprint since the days when Boy Scouts. for example, could
finance their troops's activities by collecting newspapers for recycling, the bottom has
dropped out of the cardboard recycling market. Now selling the commodity 1s not as
lucrative as it used to be, despite technology providing new uses for recveled and new
cardboard. including even using it for mulch in agriculture.

Last vear. when seven Peninsula cities looked at putting garbage and trash collection
services out to bid as a bloc. Waste Management had the franchise in Pacific Grove.
Their franchise agreement did not include a charge (nor a requirement) for picking
up cardboard, bundled or not. The agreement was up for renewal and it was projected
there would be a citywide inerease in rates for residential and commercial services. The
rates are set by the City Council and were approved in August, 2014, All of the former
drivers with Waste Management were re-hired by GreenWaste with the exeeption of
two, and those two individuals were on routes in Carmel Valley.

When GreenWaste submitted their bid, they were ranked first for each jurisdiction
covered by the requested scope of services, while Waste Management's bid was 14
percent higher than GreenWaste's,

Stickers are a solution of sorts to the collection problem, but should trash cardboard
producers wish, the actual production of cardboard waste could be examined, cutting it
down at its source, GreenWaste Recovery i1s willing to provide an assessment with their
Environmental Outreach Coordinator, Tyler Belko. Belko has already made site visits
to 99 of 103 sites between July and Novemver, 2015 to make on-site waste generation
assessments. He will help producers review their service levels and determine what
size containers should be used. Starting and/or expanding recycling and food waste
programs 15 also part of the free service,




