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L R ﬁ'uﬁl'i;:iprivate partnership in Bay Area seeks to

make chemicals from hard-to-recycle plastics

&FF By David Lous

MENLO PARE, Calif, (KGO) — Despibe the stabe’s single-use plastic bag ban, recyeling of plastics
remains a challenge. Sodled plastic bags, for example, usually end up going 1o landfills. That could
change,

It's estimated that Amsericans thke home aboat 1,500 plasthe bags each vear, And in our area, bere's
mamny of them end up at the Green\Waste Recovery center in San Jose. Film plastics, as they're known,
cam b diffieult 1o recvele,

RELATED: Reeveling erisis canses mouniains of waste at Marin Recveling Center

“Dirty film plastics, as soon as ivs covered in food waste or what we call putresible waste, thers isn'ta
marsket for those materials, so that segment of the film plastic has abvans gome to landfill" said Emdly
Finm, directar of busimess development and communications sl GreenWaste Recovery,

However, a laboratary in Menbs Park afms (o change that. BioCellection is a startup that has developed a
process that turns pobvethviens into chemicals, The chemicals are then sold to companies that use them

1o make & wide range of products, from padded jackets and suto parts to perfunse. Despite efforts (o ban
plastic bags, there is more plastic entering the waste stream.

RELATED: Meet Dmisy, Apple's recveling machine where old iPhowes find new Lifie
“Alot of packagers are moving awey from glass and cardboard and moving to plastics, which is much

cheaper,” said Miranda Wang, co-founder & CED of BioCellection. “5o we're actually sesing an incresse
in polyetinlens,”

The City of San Jose and GreenWaste will partmer with BloCellection so these plastics dontendup ina
landfill with an investment of $240,000 for o one-vear pilot praject.

RELATED: Recyeling erisis eauses mountains of waste at Marin Recyeling Center

The twio scientists wheo co-founded BioCellection ane both 2.4, They started wocking together as high
school shadents in Caneda. Jeanny Yao is the chief techinology officer while Miranda Wang is the CEQ.

The process they developed not ondv helps to solve what to do with certain plastics, but also create n new
souree of chetnicals that otherwise requine petrobeam to make,

RELATED: Viral sea turtle video fuels campaign against plastic straws

BéerCellection plans 1o becabe labs on-site that will allow the chemdcal process to be done st recyeling
cenbers in & mobile facility no larger than two parking spaces.

With the partnership with the City of San Jose and GreenWaste, the tram at BioCellection believes
theyll b i fall-seale predisction by next spring.

Gt the latest stores and videas about recyeling here.



