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Z-Best Composting Facility 
Water and Compost Sampling Protocols 

 

Water 
 
All process water used by Z-Best Products comes from two irrigation wells located on site. Each well and 
distribution system is thoroughly chlorinated in the spring prior to usage on the compost windrows during the 
dry season. Each Saturday during the dry season the main well is chlorinated prior to cessation of operations for 
the weekend and allowed to sit until Monday. Each of our water trucks is chlorinated on Saturdays as well. 
 
Beginning in 2007, water is sampled annually in midsummer to determine if additional chlorination is 
necessary.  Analysis is available on request. 
 

Compost Windrows 
 
Compost windrows are maintained at temperatures of 140 to 160 degrees Fahrenheit for 16 to 20 weeks. Each 
windrow is turned 15-20 times during the composting period. This process far exceeds the minimum standard 
of 131 degrees for 15 days with 5 turnings required by Title 14, Chapter 3.1, Article 7, Section 17868.3 of the 
State of California Composting Regulations. No sampling takes place during the composting phase. 
 

Finished Compost 
 
Finished Compost is sampled per the requirements of the above referenced state regulations. After final 
screening, the finished compost is placed into 5000-yard lots and assigned a unique lot number. A sample is 
taken using a 12-point sampling method as prescribed in the above referenced state regulations. Samples are 
tested for Salmonella spp., E. coli O157:H7, EHEC, STEC and Total Fecal Coliform. Compost is shipped after all 
tests have been evaluated and confirmed for food safety. Each outbound load tag references the lot # the load 
came from to correspond with sampling results. 

 

  

 

  


