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Waste disposal is expensive. Not only do we pay for the cost of our waste service, but we also pay for most of
the things we throw out -- either as products or packaging. On average, County residents throw out 4.1 pounds
of waste per person per day. This amount includes organic waste and recyclable materials that are placed in the

trash cart and end up in the landfill instead of being source separated and converted to new products.

Besides waste hauling costs, other landfill costs include:

e Staff to run the landfill and maintain heavy equipment;

e Landfill infrastructure, construction, and ongoing maintenance;

* Compliance with State and Federal solid waste requirements;

e Environmental compliance, sampling and reporting;

* Waste transfer costs within and outside of Santa Cruz County;

» Collection, packing, shipping, and reprocessing household hazardous waste;

* Implementing education programs that change behaviors to reduce waste:
o Organics composting programs to reduce waste and sequester carbon in the soil;
o Ongoing recycling training as local acceptance policies change;
o Waste reduction strategies to eliminate waste and support a circular economy.

Reducing waste is the key to reducing waste disposal costs. Read on for more ways to reduce waste disposal
costs and help save the planet in the process!




What Can You Do to
Reduce Your Waste
Disposal Costs?

Do you know that 40% of waste sent to landfills
is materials that could be recycled, composted,
or reused? Not only is it against environmental
laws to put reusable materials in the trash, but it
also costs you money.

The best way to save money is to divert
recyclable, compostable, and reusable materials
from the trash. Proper source separation will
reduce the amount of trash sent to landfills and
increase the amount of recyclables and organics
recovered for reuse. Making less trash saves

resources and saves you money!

Once you notice a regular reduction in the amount of trash you produce, call GreenWaste Customer Service at (831)
426-2711 to reduce the size of your trash cart.

In addition to saving money, there are other benefits to reducing your trash. These include: saving space in the landfill,
increasing the recyclable materials available for reuse, increasing the availability of compost for carbon sequestration,
and reducing the production of greenhouse gases from garbage decomposing in the landfill. When it comes to
reducing your trash, saving money also saves the planet!

Trash Reduction Made Easy:
Set Up Work-Central

Waste Sorting Stations

Because you have three carts outside, why not have
three containers inside too. The kitchen is a great
place for a three-container waste sorting station. At
home, try under the sink or just next to your counter.

When the trash or recycle bins fill up, they get
emptied into their carts outside. Trash should be less
than recycling. Food scraps go out the night before
pick-up.

Take our survey:
https://forms.gle/eFqT6ryalhxZ9zja6




Other Ways to Reduce
Your Waste

¢ Reduce the things you buy. If you don't bring it
home, you never need to throw it out.

¢ Sell Items you no longer use. Your kids grow out
of their clothes, you finish reading a book, you
buy a new car, or you decide to redecorate. Offer
unwanted items for sale locally, hold a rummage
sale, consign them locally, post them online, or
offer them for free to neighbors on a site like
nextdoor.

¢ Donate clean reusable items. It only takes a few
minutes to organize a donation that can make a
big impact for your charity of choice, and on
local reuse of quality goods. If you wait, the items
may get wet or dirty and then become trash. Act
now!

¢ Buy quality items second hand. Gently used
items cost less and come without packaging.
Designer clothing, solid wood furniture, cast iron
pots and pans, heirloom linens, and original
artwork can be more affordable when purchased pre-owned.

¢ Give green gifts. Most of us don’t need more things in our lives. Consider giving certificates for experiences, such as
a shared meal, a long walk at the beach, or a homemade dessert.

¢ Use and reuse the things you already have. Take your reusable bags when you go shopping. Keep reusable
containers in your car for leftovers when you go out to eat. Bring your reusable cup when going for coffee or a
drink at the soda fountain.

* Don't buy disposable or single-use items. Replace disposable/single-use items with reusables. Examples: use cloth
towels, sponges, or rags for cleanup instead of single-use paper towels. Use real plates, cups, and cutlery and skip
the paper and plastic ones.

¢ Consider the packaging. Whenever possible buy food in good glass jars. Then reuse those same jars when storing
food, making homemade holiday gifts, or as rustic glasses when guests show up unexpectedly.

¢ Use your food scraps. Your green bin isn't the only place for food scraps! Did you know that vegetable peels, carrot
tops, cores, stems, and bones make great stock for rice, soups, and other dishes? Do your neighbors raise chickens
or other animals and want your fresh food scraps for feed? Have you ever thought about composting?

Together we can do better!

HHW REMINDER

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facilities are FREE OF
CHARGE for residential customers. We are very fortunate

to have many opportunties to safely dispose of HHW in

our County. Please check your local listings to find your

most convenient facility for drop-off.




Santa Cruz County has been combining food and yard waste in our green organics cart for almost two years. We
understand the frequently asked questions that County residents have about the use of compost liners and food scrap

collection bags.

Can | put compostable bags in my green residential organics cart?

No. Although compostable bags seem like a great way to keep your countetop bucket clean and to
transport food scraps to your compost pile or green cart, the bags don’t break down like food. They
take longer to decompose and often shred, leaving a plastic-like fiber behind. If you must use a bag,

leave it in your countertop bucket when you dump the food out.

What should | do to to keep my coutertop bucket clean if | can't use bags?

You can still use compostable bags, just don't throw them in the green bin when you dump your food
scraps. The real solution, to save money and keep your countertop bucket clean, is to skip the bag and
wash the bucket with soap and water after you empty your food scraps. Depending on the bucket, you

can wash it the same way you wash your dishes, either by hand or in the dishwasher.

How do | keep my green curbside organics cart clean if | can't use bags?
The best way to keep your green curbside organics cart clean without the use of bags is to layer in
yardwaste before putting in food scraps. If you don't have yard waste, don’t worry, all of the other steps

will help keep your green organics cart clean. Adding baking powder helps, too!

We are working toward being able to process more materials in our residential organics program in the future.

Stay tuned!
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