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Aquarium Builds Blue Whale
Art Installation from Single-
use Plastic

The Monterey Bay Aquarium in Momlerey, Calil, created
a life-sized whale installation 1o raise awareness aboul
ocean poliution,
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Maonterey, Calif.-based Monterey Bay Aquariam, In
partnership with the Naticnal Park Senvdee (NPS)
and the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy
{Parks Conservancy), unveiled a life-sized biue
whale art installation at the heart of the Golden
Gate Xatlonal Recreation Area. Crissy Field [n the
Presbdio, to bring awareness 1o n masshve problem
thee issue of ocean plastic pollution. The 8z-fioot
long blne whale made from hand-recycled plastic
trash madle jts splash on October 13 and will remain
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on pablic view until Jannary 2019,

Artists Joel Dean Stockdill and Yustinn Salnikova sat atop scafiolding while making design
decisions at the construction site of Monterey Bay Amquariung's life-sized blue whale art
Installation made from discarded singhe-use plastic. Buflding the whale took four and a lualf
maonths. inchading 15 weeks to hand recyele the plastie panels, four weeks to fabricate the
stee] framse and three weeks to sculpt and serew on the panels.

Maonterey Bay Aquarium chose the endangered bhue whale as the subject of the art
installation to draw a connection between plastic polliution and its impact on marine ke
arauid the world, The Iangest andmal ever to live ain Earth, a blue whale can weigh about
Ao0,000 potids—the approximate weight of plastie that ends up in the soean svery nine
minuies,

“We created a lfc-sized blue whale to dramatize the scale of the problem,” sabd Julie
Packard, exeontive director of the Monterey Bay Aguarium, in a statement. "As people view
the installation, we hope they're inspired to make changes in their own plastic consamption

and will fo join ns in protecting ooean wildlife.”

Stockdill, a Bay Area artist known for creating
artworks froam reclalmed mntesials, collaborated
with Salndkovn to build the blue whale installation,
The two, along with a team, personally hand sorted,
cleaned and cut plastic trash before transforming it

into padiels that comgease the artwork

“Plastic is flling up owr landfills and only 9 percent

of [t has beetr pecycbed. As a seciety, we need o

reduce our relianee on sighe-use plasthe.” sald

Stockdill in a statement. “That's why [ wanted to be a part of this effort.”

Stockdill and Salnikova chose 1o make the instaflation from recycled plastic trash rather
than e found objects typically seen in other discarded plastic seulptures. The artists
developed a custom recyeling process done by hand 1o demeonsteate tleat small-scale, high-
Impact waste management ks possible and not something that pecessarily has to be done on
an induastrial scale,

GreenWaste Recovery {GWR] was a major participant in the creation of the installation.
When the call went out for donations of post-consnmer plastics, GWE said it was
etithntsiastic about contributing. The team working on the ast installation visited the GWR
materials recovery fneflity, where they were overwhelmed by the volume of discarded
plastic. GWE nltimately donated apd delivered approximately 6 tons of plastic bags,
detergent bottles, discarded recyeling carts and other various colorful plastics to the project.

“We were thrilled at the opportunity to support the project.” said Katehn Lewis, GWR
director of sustalnability amd steategy. in o statement. “This installation. In a beauthfal
manner, will commundente to o hrosd nedlence the detrimental environmental mpacts of
plastic in our ocean.”

Monterey Bay Aquarium developed the Idea for the blue whale with Hub Strategy and
Communication, n San Prancisco advertising agency. Hub worked with Building 150, an arts
managenterd and consulting agency, to bring in Stockdill. This installation is part of the Art
in the Parks program thaf has a mission to connect visitors with creative experiences in the
parks that are transformative. unexpected and Enspirational,
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